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UGC PhD Excellence Citation aims to boost high-quality research
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0 create a quality rese-
T arch ecosystem, identi-
fy high-quality PhD
work among young research
scholars and recognise them,
the UGC is instituting the
‘PhD Excellence Citation.’
Theresearch works forthe
citation will be selected thro-
ugh a vigorous process, inclu-
ding a screening committee
at the university level and a
selection committee at the
UGC level. “Each university
may constitute its screening
committee to shortlist candi-
dates for the PhD Excellence
Citation,” says Mamidala Ja-
gadesh Kumar, UGC chair-
man HEIs may use the follo-
wing parameters while short-
listing the theses: Originality
and Innovation: The thesis

HEIs must establish
Research and
Development cells to
help their faculty
members write
successful project
proposals

should demonstrate original
thinking and innovative app-
roaches to a specific research
problem or topic; Methodolo-
gy: The quality and rigour of
the research methodology
employed in the thesis will be
crucial This includes the de-
sign, execution, and analysis
of the research; Clarity and
Structure: The thesis should
be well-written, organised,
and structured clearly and co-
herently; References and
Citations: The proper use

of references and citations to
acknowledge previous work
and sources of information
is essential; Presentation:
The presentation of the the-
sis, including figures, tab-
les, and other visuals, sho-
uld be of high quality; De-
fence: The _4

candidate’s
ability to'4

defend their thesis during
the viva voce or oral exami-
nationis also considered.
“Given the heterogeneo-
us nature of HEIs in the co-
untry and the prevailing
multidisciplinary education,
the HEIs willdecide on the su-
itability of a thesis in a parti-
cular stream,"” says Professor
Kumar. “Eminent professors
and researchers from top in-

. stitutions in India will be

part of the selection commit-
tees. Each committee will
pick two candidates from
their respective streams ba-
sed on the potential of the
thesis to contribute signifi-
cantly to the existing body of
knowledge inthefield of stu-
dy. The committee shall also
consider the publications
and patents emanating from
thethesis. Thesis work done
in collaboration with indust-
ry will be encouraged. The
committee will give priority
to India-centric issues and
solutions. Universities may
upload the nominations on
the application portal which
will be created for this pur-
pose. The selection commit-
tee for each stream will eva-
luate the nominations and
recommend two theses for
PhD Excellence Citation to
UGC. The selection commit-

tee formed by UGC may also
befreetodecideonthesuita-
bility of a thesis under a par-
ticular stream. UGC will faci-
litate the winners with a ci-
tation in a function organi-
sed by UGC on September 5
every year,” says Professor
Kumar. Scholars from five
streams including Sciences
(Agricultural Sciences, Me-
dical Sciences), Engineering
and Technology, Social Sci-
ences (including Education
and Humanities), Indian
Languages, Commerce and
Management will be eligible
for the PhD citation.

“The UGC will ensure
that field-specific commit-
tees with experts from va-
rious disciplines will ex-
amine the theses to ensure
that evaluation standards
are appropriate for each fi-
eld,” says Prof Kumar



