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Abstract

Purpose — This paper seeks to add a historical perspective to the contemporary debate concerning women’s
entrepreneurship in India. This study aims to explore the quantitative and qualitative research map of the
research field of women'’s entrepreneurship. Through this exploration, the authors aim to portray the
historical and contemporary factors related to women’s entrepreneurship development in India, the problems
and the opportunities. Future research opportunities are also identified based on the keyword analysis.

Design/methodology/approach — The study uses a systematic literature review to analyze the
historical and theoretical perspectives of women’s entrepreneurship in India. The bibliometric analysis
portrays the publication landscape, including the most popular journals, authors and countries, citation
analysis and keyword analysis. The content analysis reveals the thematic clusters of the research field.

Findings — The content analysis of the management literature on women'’s entrepreneurship reveals four
primary clusters from the research: contextual embeddedness in women’s entrepreneurship, reasons for
starting a business, microfinance interventions and empowerment of women entrepreneurs and
marginalization dynamics for women entrepreneurs in India’s informal sector. The study also presents
implications for policymakers and a women entrepreneurs’ development framework.

Originality/value — To the best of the author’s knowledge, this study is the first to comprehensively
analyze the management literature on women'’s entrepreneurship in India from a historical perspective. The
study combines bibliometric mapping and content analysis for a holistic presentation of the research field of
women’s entrepreneurship in India and future research opportunities.
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