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Abstract

Social media is a storehouse containing the potential to unlock wide possibilities
that can bring in revolution. Social media connects individuals for numerous causes
and has facilitated women's education. There is a lot of information shared on social
media creating awareness for benefitting women and connecting them to the
larger world. Many women in a developing country rarely get the opportunity to
access the activities and events happening outside their region and social media
fills this space by bringing the world to them through a smartphone. Social media
campaigns carried out by the government are crucial to the reception of the various
schemes and awareness of the masses about the importance of social issues. In
2022, the Ministry of Women and Child Development launched the Kanya Shiksha
Pravesh Abhiyan along with Ministry of Education and UNICEF. The campaign
holds significance as it envisages development by promoting education, gender
equality, and girl empowerment under the aegis of Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
scheme, Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan and New Education Policy. The objective of the
research is to understand the role of social media in female education and study
the campaign carried out on Facebook by the government for promoting Kanya
Shiksha Pravesh Utsav scheme. The research uses qualitative analysis and content
analysis of the Facebook pages to understand the use of social media to promote
the campaign. The analysis finds different storytelling methods on social media

used by the Government of India to encourage women education.

INTRODUCTION

In a population of 1.3 billion with an inflation percentage of 0.97 from the last year
(census of India, 2021) the gender ratio is 48 females to 52 males. Statistics say that
here are about 490 million individuals living in the age group of 4-24 which closely
consists of the population enrolled in educational institutions for some degree.
Thisisthe age group that would be serving as the next generation of professionals
having a profound role in the development of the country. India, being a developing
country, positions education as a fundamental aspect that can bring about
sustainable development. The World Bank anticipates that education is pivotal
in eradicating injustices from the society expediating peace and stability through
economic and social progression. It anticipates the amputation of poverty, gender
inequality, hunger, poor health standards, in a nutshell, education can improve the
overall standard of life as education leads to employment and financial stability.
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The United Nations has adopted ‘Education for all’
as a Sustainable Development Goal and envisages
overturning the current scenario where Covid 19
has left no stone unturned in jeopardizing this
goal by raising child labour, mental health issues,
and unemployment. The Human Development
Index which was steady for a few years witnessed
a steep drop during 2020 and 2021 owing probably
to the global pandemic. The researchers Kumar
and Chowdhary opine that learning is that tool
which can endow a person with ability of analysing
information and contribute to the lifelong learning
of the self (Kumar & Choudhary, 2019). In a country
where 35% of the population belongs to the age
group (4—24 years) who ideally should be engaged
in learning at various education institutions,
education plays a major role and the state should
be promoting it through various measures. The
education of females has a significant impact on
society where, as the statistics suggest, females
are 232 million between the age of 4-24 years, of
the entire population (https://statisticstimes.com).
Indian history points out that during the Vedic age
women had the liberty to education but as the
religion and caste system in India became stagnant
and deteriorated due to various reasons like foreign
invasions, corruption, stagnancy of religious ideas,
rigidity, rights of women took a backseat and social
evils like purdah system; sati daha, dowry child
marriage; resistance to women education and
widow remarriage dominated the society. These
evil practices were on the surge and denounced
the rights of women and education took a
backseat. During the early days of the struggle for
independence from colonial rule revolutionaries
claimed for equal rights for women and tried to
create mass awareness about these issues and were
successful in causing women empowerment and it
is because of the combined efforts of centuries that
the entire Indian population irrespective of gender,
caste, creed, religion have equal voting ‘Universal
Adult Franchise’ Untouchability was also abolished
and many other horrifying practices which were
restricting the growth of a democratic nation were
banned by the Indian government. The UNESCO
adheres to the principles of equality of gender
and education and the 2013-14 report brought

out by the organisation which monitors the state
of world education confirms similar notions that
they are of paramount importance in the growth
and development of the society. It recommends
the government to introduce educational reforms
and programmes for the development of the
educational environment as it is a tool that can
cause even distribution of wealth and resources
and prevent them from being concentrated in few
hands. A developing country should prioritize the
sustainable development goals to help raise the
weaker sections and ‘education for all' can prove
an aid to the attempt.

LITERACY IN INDIA

As per the data collected by the National Family
Health Survey and the National Statistical Office,
the literacy rate in India in 2021-22 stands at 77.7%
with 847 and 70.3% females being literates.

Table 1: Literacy rate in India in the last few decades
(Source: Census India).

Literacy rate Gap in Male-Female

Literacy Rate (in %)

1981 4357 26.62
1991 5221 24.84
2001 64.83 21.59
20M 74.04 16.68

The table describes that the literacy rate,
has been rising since 1981. However, the gap in
the literacy rate among men-women has been
decreasing slowly and has reduced to 14% in 2021.

An analysis was conducted by the researchers
Swargiary and Roy (2022) on the data from the
Census India, National Family Health Survey and
the National Statistical Office, they concluded that
male literacy is higher than females and Kerala
has the maximum literacy and Andhra Pradesh
scores the lowest literacy rate. The deductions also
reflect that urban areas have a higher literacy rate
than rural area. The researchers mention in their
published work that the literacy level of a countryisa
determining factor in the growth and advancement
of the country and projects an image of where the
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Table 2: State/Union Territory-wise distribution of literacy (Source: Census India)

S.No. State/ Union Territory Liter?szrlzz:s in % Literac(::;;ae;e in % Literacy Rate in % (Female)
1 Kerala 94 96.1 921
2 Lakshadweep 91.8 956 879
3 Mizoram 91.3 93.3 89.4
4 Goa 88.7 926 84.7
5 Tripura 871 915 827
6 Daman & Diu 86.6 915 795
7 Andaman & Nlcobar 86.6 90.3 824
8 NCT of Delhi 86.2 90.9 80.8
9 Chandgarh 86 90 81.2
10 Puducherry 85.8 913 80.7
n Himachal Pradesh 828 89.5 759
12 Maharashtra 823 88.4 759
13 Sikkim 81.4 86.6 75.6
14 Tamil Nadu 80.1 86.8 734
15 Nagaland 79.6 82.8 76.1
16 Manipur 792 86.1 724
17 Uttarkahand 78.8 874 70
18 Gujarat 78 858 ©9.7
19 West Bengal 76.3 81.7 70.5

20 Dada & Nagar Haveli 76.2 85.2 64.3
21 Punjab 75.8 80.4 70.7
22 Haryana 75.6 84.1 659
23 Kamataka 75.4 825 68.1
24 Meghalay 744 76 72.9
25 Odisha 729 816 64
26 Assam 72.2 77.8 66.3
27 Chhattisgarh 70.3 80.3 60.2
28 Madhya Pradesh 69.3 787 592
29 Uttar Pradesh 677 773 572
30 Jammu & Kashmir 672 76.8 56.4
31 Andhra Pradesh 67 74.9 591
32 Jharkhand 66.4 76.8 554
33 Rajasthan 66.1 792 521
34 Arunachal Pradesh 65.4 72.6 577
35 Bihar 61.8 71.2 515

nation is heading. The states in where the literacy
level is high reinstates that they are backed up by a
strong primary educational system. In those areas
majority of the population has received the basic
erudition (Swargiary & Roy, 2022). Another research
work suggests that the female literacy ratio is a vital
indicator of the future and development of a nation

and the low female literacy level in India. Thus, it is
a matter of apprehension for the government and
many non-governmental organizations. The policy
makers keep on implementing various schemes
in order to uplift female education status of the
country and frequently measures are undertaken.
Some of the cultural factors are also responsible for
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the low female literacy level in India like the male
domination, dowry system and early marriage, and
low status of women in the society. The research
study suggests that methods to counter female
dropout from educational institutions could help
tacking theissue (Dinesha, 2017). A researcher upon
conducting a study on girls’educational attainment
found underlying presumption that in predominant
Indian culture, there exist distinct cultural and
societal beliefs, as well as biases, concerning girls’
education and marriage. This mindset of parents
poses a barrier to the advancement of female
higher education. Overcoming such obstacles at
the grassroot level requires the combined effort of
government initiatives and active involvement of
NGOs. The Indian government from time to time
comes up with programs that help facilitate girls’
education (Maity et al, 2022).

MINISTRY OF WOMEN AND CHILD
DEVELOPMENT

The Ministry of women and child development in
the apex body of the Indian government which
has been apportioned the task of setting rules for
the betterment of women and children. It was set
up in 1985 and in 2006 converted to a ministry
considering the importance of its work and role in
the development of the nation. The ministry has
since then mandated various policies, programmes,
legislation and implemented plans and supported
governmental and non-governmental efforts. The
ministry and the various autonomous bodies working
under itis entrusted with looking after the health and
nutrition of women and children, implementation of
acts preventing women trafficking, dowry, indecent
representation of women, juvenile justice, child
helpline and adoption, crime against children, child
marriage and thus promote women empowerment
and gender equality.

KANYA SHIKSHA PRAVESH UTSAV
In anticipation of International Women's Day, the
Ministry of Women and Child Development, in
conjunction with the Ministry of Education and
UNICEF, inaugurated Kanya Shiksha Pravesh
Utsav—an epochal initiative—on March 7,2022. This
campaign aspiresto reintegrate India's out-of-school

adolescent girls into the structured domains of
education and skill enhancement. The event was
graced by the presence of adolescent girls who
shared their personal narratives of reintegration into
the educational sphere. The objective of the initiative
is to enhance both the admission and continuity of
girls aged 11 to 14 within educational institutions.

The project's overarching intent is to establish
a comprehensive framework targeting girls
who are not currently enrolled in schools. The
strategy involves utilizing the existing platforms
and strategies to create a cohesive system that
fosters the participation and learning of these
marginalized girls, thereby offering them a chance
at a better future. This framework is developed by
augmenting existing initiatives and schemes, such
as the Schemes for Adolescent Girls (SAG), the Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) movement, and the
National Education Policy (NEP). To execute this
effort, the campaign will be integrated into the
Ministry of Women and Child Development's BBBP
undertaking. The primary focus lies on catering to
the requirement of over 400,000 adolescent girls
who currently find themselves outside the realm of
formal education. The importance of thiscampaign
is multifaceted, as it tackles crucial dimensions
of societal progress, including education, gender
parity, and the empowerment of girls.

RESEARCH METHODS

The objective of the research is to examine the
content of the Facebook page (of Government) of
Kanya Shiksha Pravesh Abhiyan. To achieve the
objective qualitative analysis is employed and a
content analysis is conducted. The research study
aims to analyse the role of social media (Facebook)
in female education by conducting a content
analysis of the campaign carried out on Facebook
by the government for promoting Kanya Shiksha
Pravesh Abhiyan. This will help understanding the
employment of social media forengagement of the
masses for a social campaign by the government.

ANALYSIS

The social media posts made by UNICEF and
Ministry of Women and Child Development related
to #kanya shikshsa pravesh utsav on Facebook
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were analysed. A content analysis of the posts was
attempted to understand the use of social media
by the government to reach out to the masses and
create an awareness. The campaign analysed in
this research study has the objective to include the
adolescent girls who have dropped out for some or
the other reason from formal educational process.
Hashtags used: #kanyashikshapraveshutsay,
#azadikaamritmahotsay, #ministry of women &
child development, #government of India.
Description: This Facebook post (on 2 March
2022) by UNICEF appreciates the efforts of Minakshi,

WNICEF India & - Follow
March 4, 3022 @

L tary of sheer detemination and hard work i one of a woman who hasn't let
anything haki her back

Her wark wiith the chikdren in her willage in Gujarat is remarkabie

Meenakshi, o 26-yeor-old
Anganwadi Worker, was bam
in Mumbai but now works in
Thesiyari, a small village in
Ropar, Kutch, Gujarat.

During the COVID-1%
lockdown, when Anganwadi
Cantres waere closed and the
Gavernment decided fo
pravide children with
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[y U S — rwnen o gendar et and £ g e

by et e e P e ol s e byl
et e s i ki %J ..... e ey ok el 4

P 2

o 2 comments

UNICEF India & - Follow -
March 4, 2022 - @

Hiradri is a remarkable woman. And what she is doing in her village to support children and
women is & testament to her strong will and determination.

Let us pledge to encourage more women to play an active role in making a better and mere
inclusive society for all.

#KanyaShikshaPraveshUtsav #AzadiKaAmritMahotsav... See more

T
;* Sic far, Minodn hes ssopped 1) chid mamoges in ber siloge
" and has supparted in coumelling the parests of seven girls s
that thay con purue teeir aducation at @ Gavermment college

She's 0 mgulor af meetings. for childen ot the Grom
Banchayat level. And Miradn octively encournges womes o
taka aetan agaest chid mericga.
Famarkably. she hos ol been helging front ke wedkers

mekitring yoeng children for COVEL P soecinaten omd
fallowing COMO-TF approprate behaviour. t 3

1 comment 12 shares

Figure 1: Social media posts to appreciate female ‘icons’

a 28-year-old Anganwadi worker in Gujarat who
provided support to girls regarding gender
sensitization and menstrual hygiene. Her struggles
were shared in the form of a story to inspire people
to contribute towards women education and
issues. The remarkable contribution made by her
to promote the female was shared to celebrate
her success (172 likes, 2 comments and 15 shares).
The Facebook post on 4™ March discussed the
narrative of Himadri, an integral constituent of the
tribal demographic, whose exceptional endeavours
stood resolute in affording erudition to the female
child, despite formidable adversities. The post called
for an oath to women to mark their role in making
India a better place to live in. It called out to all the
women to actively participate in the formation of
an educated society and put an end to gender
disparity.

Hashtag used: #kanyashikshsapraveshutsav
#tazadikaamritmahotsav

Description: The post below was shared by
UNICEF India on 3 March 2022 to create awareness
on the issue of low level of education of girls. It

UNICEF India & Follow
March 3, 2022 - @

nstability and insecurity at a young age can have an impact that lasts a lifetime.

Every young girl and woman must be afforded a safe and secure environment in which they can
succeed in.

#KanyaShikshaPraveshUtsav #AzadiKaAmritMahotsav

to thrive in a safe and

ure environment (—)

O 34

106 comments 94 shares

oY Like (J Comment @ Share -

Figure 2: Social media post on providing a safe
environment to girls
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advocates girl child should be provided a secured
environment so that she can prosper in life and
this could only happen if she is allowed the right to
education. A user says @Shalet Lucy Saldanha on
this post that if every child gets free education, then
India will become a developed nation. Another user
@Kamal Ali notes that overall education is necessary
ifthe nation has to become healthy and successful.
@Aban Mistry writes that providing education free
to everyone in the nation, would remove poverty.
There were also many comments of appreciation
and support for the cause. There were a few posts
sighing the unavailability of resources for the female
child @Drgeetha S Nair writes ‘sadly she isn't’ on
the post.

Hashtag used: #kanyashikshsapraveshutsay,
#international womens day 2022, #azadikaamrit
mahotsav, #ministry of women and child
development, #government of India

Description: The post was shared by UNICEF
India on March 6, 2022, the eve of International
Women's Day, where the Government of India,
Ministry of Women and Child Development is
announcing the launch of the programme to
promote female education in the country.

UNICEF India &

March 6, 2022 -
Join us for Kanya Shiksha Pravesh Utsav - a celebration of young giris.
*= 7 Mar| X 2:00 pon. onwards

Link B youtu.be/SmuwXrEyGUumw

KANY A SHIKSHA
PRAVESH UTSAV

Crmd Juest
Smit. St Zubin Irani
ol M b 1 Wicarsens anel Chil Deiuspuriont,
Govermment of india

Hon'bie Mrister of Stale lor Educaton,
Gevernman of india
Dr. Murpars Maluersdrabhn
Bl MAnisher of Sake bor Women ard Chid Dissstonment
Govsrmmant ol India

7 Mareh 2022 at 2:00 pum.

[+ R 3 comments 17 shares

Figure 3: Facebook post announcing the Abhiyan

UNICEF India & - Follow i
March 4. 2022 -

Given an opportunity, women and young giris across India can achleve so much mare.
And they can be an even more positive contributor towards sadiety.
Wi must encourage their curiasity and determination,

2KanyashikshaPraveshitsay FATadiKaAmrith ahotsay

o 138 5 comments 9 shares

Figure 4: Facebook post urging for upgradation of skills

Hashtag used: #kanyashikshapraveshutsayv,
#tazadikaamritmahotsav.

Description: This post was shared by UNICEF India
on 4 March 2022 urging women to upgrade their
skills so that they can make an active contribution

UNICEF India & - Follow
March 5, 2022 - &

Education opens the possibility of a mare stable livelihoed and future for every girl and woman.
Let’s pledge o always encourage their endeaver towards prosperity.

#KanyaShikshaPraveshUtsav #AzadiKaAmritMahotsav

girl has the right to /
e

O 177 1 comment 18 shares

Figure 5: Social media post by UNICEF India promoting
right to education and work
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to the society. The post reiterated that the females
should be given an equal opportunity in the society
so that they can also prove themselves and mark
their mark in any field. It highlights the right to
education for everyone and reminds that if the girl
child is given equal opportunities and resources,
she can also have a share in the advancement of
the country. This post raises awareness about the
rampant issue of dropout of the female child and
calls out to bring them back in the educational
system.

Hashtag used: #kanyashikshapraveshutsav,
#azadikaamritmahotsav.

Description: This post explains that women who
have received education, can have an opportunity to

Ministry of Women & Child Development, Government of India &
March 8, 2022 - @

&% Smriti Zubin Irani &

March 8, 2022 - &
Governance is abeout creating partnerships for the larger good of society. One such
partnership between Ministry of Women & Child Development and Education seeks to bring
4 lakh out of school adolescent girls back to schoal, back to the world of oppertunities,

‘Kanya Shiksha Pravesh Utsav’, initiated under Hon PM @narendramedi Ji's leadership as a
part of ‘Beti Bachac Beti Padhao’ program, will be a milestone contribution to the cause of
educating the girl child. @unicefindia

0 36 5 comments 9 shares

India has been blessed with visionaries like Mahatma Jyotiba Phule,
Savitribai Phule & Dr.Ambedkar who advocated the need for women’s...

oY uke [J Comment 2 Share Q0:=: - 62 comments - 68« views

Figure 6: Facebook post by Ministry of Women & Child
Development

provide for themselves and their family. Education
can make a person capable of earning their
own livelihood and they do not have to remain
dependent on anyone. It raises a very pertinent
issue of the society and highlights the right to
education and right to work of every individual.

Description: These two Facebook posts were
made on the website of the Ministry of Women and
Child Development that discusses about the 4 lakh
adolescent girls who have dropped out of school
and claim to bring them back under the ‘Beti Bacho
and Beti Badhao' and ‘Kanya Shiksha Pravesh UtsaV’
Abhiyan. In another post the Prime Minister himself
urges in this post for enrolment of the girl child in
the formal educational process.

DISCUSSION

The presence of worldwide discrepancies between
males and females across domains like healthcare,
nutrition, occupation, education, and political
involvement speaks highly of the significance of
progressing human and societal advancement.
A central focus of this pursuit involves improving
female education, a critical factor in tackling these
imbalances and progressing towards a more
gender-inclusive society. As a result, a range of
policy strategies and institutional structures have
been instituted to advocate for female education,
with a special emphasis on developing and less
developed nations (Nair & Mishra, 2023). In research
conducted in 2023 it was noted that traditional
customs and religious beliefs continue to pose
hindrances to women's access to education.
This challenge is particularly pronounced in
regions where tribal populations reside. Moreover,
marginalized groups are still far from attaining the
desired outcomes in terms of literacy. This situation
is especially acute for rural girls, who face resistance
to education (Doddahanumaiah, 2023). In a research
work conducted in Africa, the researchers maintain
that the Education Index by the United Nations, is
an extensively acknowledged tool of educational
achievement within a nation and an element of
the Human Development Index. It is determined
by combining the mean years of schooling among
adults with the anticipated years of education for
children. Results found that Sub-Saharan Africa
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exhibits the most elevated rate of child mortality,
the lowest female studying in secondary schools
and high corruption being practiced in educational
institutions (Adeleke & McSharry, 2022). The issue
of women empowerment is a prominent topic
of discussion in today’s global discourse. Since
independence, particularly after 1990, India has
been striving for the empowerment of women.
Women empowerment denotes their capacity to
make decisions concerning their lives and careers,
as well as ensuring equitable rights for them
across various domains, including personal, social,
economic, political, legal, and more. Education
stands as a crucial tool for enhancing the well-
being, advancement, and welfare of women. The
demographic landscape of Indian societies is
marked by diversity. In light of future imperatives,
knowledge-driven leadership is paramount. In the
present day, India possesses a substantial pool of
educated individuals, a factor of great significance
for the socio-economic advancement of the
nation. Additionally, education serves to diminish
inequalities and functions as a mechanism for
elevating the status of women within their families.
(Dhal, 2022). Inclusive education has the potential to
drive societal change by fostering an environment
where all students, including those with disabilities,
can thrive. This necessitates the presence of skilled,
knowledgeable, and capable educators who can
nurture essential values, instil confidence, and
provide meaningful assistance to disabled students.
By doing so, inclusive education empowers these
students, enabling them to develop into capable
and empowered members of society (Marimuthu
& Cheong, 2015).

CONCLUSION

The posts highlighted a pertinent issue of the society
and attempted to focus on different emotions to
make the masses conscious about the enrolment of
dropped out female child from receiving education.
Some posts called out to all women to participate
in nation building and make a secure environment
where the girl child could educate herself and
aim to be successful in life. Another post evoked
an emotional response from the audience by
using visuals of young females in school uniform

with smiling faces, who seem to be content by
receiving education and learning and being at
par with the other children. Yet another series of
posts told success stories of women-heroes who
are the harbingers of change in the society. These
women are also providing resources to marginalised
children through free education, health facilities and
recognition of their rights. These women have not
only been successful themselves but through their
actions have made a remarkable contribution to the
advancement of the society. A few posts focussed
on reforming the mindset of guardians by informing
them that education and employment is the right of
every individual and if the female child is receiving
education and skills, it would made her capable of
earning. There were posts where the Prime Minister
himself calls out to the public to educate girls. The
various social media posts which were shared
on social media could engage the audiences but
the posts were not continued for a longer period
of time. However, the posts only popularised the
celebration of successful inclusion of a certain
number of girls in the educational system on
womens' day by the government, but were in
conjunction to the other educational schemes
run by the government. It made awareness about
the initiatives of the government and helped
forge a connection between the electorate and
the government informing the public about its
involvement with issues that grapple the society.
The government can make use of the social media
and rapidly spread information about various
activities that it initiates and mobilize the masses.
Increased interaction with the public through
social media could serve as an influential tool in
e-governance and result in better administration.
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