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Despite scepticism at the outset of his presidency, Biden has done much to deepen strategic,
economic and techno-industrial cooperation with Delhi. The stage is now set for a bolder bilateral agenda

RAJA MANDALA
Y C Raja Monan

PRIME MINISTER MARENDRA Modi's mect-
ings on Sarurday with President joe Biden a1
Wilmingren — a pwo-hour drive south from

ibesas for India-US strateghc cooperation on
hagh texchnilogy, delfience, and regional seou-
ity IO CONCTEDE DUBCHIE.

That Wilmington, Delnware, i< Biden's
hecemetovm . adds 2 personal dirmension mthe
peooredingzsof the summitol te Quadileeral
Tonam and the LS Presidenit’s bilaoeral meet-
Imgs with partners firm Australia, india, and
j.En. IPresident Biden and hes advisers have
imvested sgnificant amounts of political and
bureauscratic capital in makdng the Quada cned-
bl new forum in Asia, Biden’s term has abo
seen the inbens#fication of bilsteral strategic
cocperation with all three Quad pastners.

A the Lt round of engagements betwoen
Modi and Biden unliold this weelkend, it is 2
good moment to reflect on Biden's contribu-
rions 1o India-US relacions. For India, Biden's
legacy is about supparting Delh™s plans o
deepen the techno-induserial base of India’s
BOONOMY And Sourin.

When Biden won the pressdential elec-
Lions in November 2020, there was wide-
spread indian soepticiam, including inthis col-
wrmn, sbwout s capaciny orwill :.:mem
p-ulltu:al momentum that the Trump

mnmm:ﬂ had imparied i the relation-

ip. The question was not about the Lick ol
pmdwilw'lhin the Democratic Farty's for-
eign policy establishment towands India,
ﬂmtusbumm‘ghpummmmn
across the political alske in Washingion since
Hﬁm&dmu i 20040, the first pres-
idemtial visit in 22 years, in fvour of bui
strong thes with Dethi. —

The question at the end of 2020 was
whetherthe BidenAdministrationwould per-
sistwith theee key innovations under Trump:
= pecognising the futility of continued mili-

presence in Afghanistan, downgrading
the relaticnship with Pakistan, and con-
fronting Chinese Jssertivensss in Asia.
Tergether, the three Dctors had eleated India's
prossiticn imhee hieranchy of LS stranegic prioe-
iches under Trump. The first two Cactors saw
the marginalisation of Pakistan in the US
strategic caloubus — for the first time since
Sowviet Russia's military intenvention in
Afghanistan in 1579, The thind xcior defined
Bewjing as a challenger to Washington alter
e thancaur decades of viewing China asa
partner for America

The Trump Administration’s. China strat-
ey led tothe reimagining of Asian geography
as the “indo-Pacific”. Putting “Indo” into the
“Facilic™ marked a decisare break from
Washingon's tradition of seeing Delhi
theough the South Asian prism. Thiswas ac-
coampuaried by lending an inszinsional dimen-
;i:nmd-erzvlm?xﬁnmww e
img chee Quuadirilaseral forum (Ausmalia, India,
Japan, and vhe LS ) that weni into 2 coma Afier
2 brief flicker in 2007,

Given the Demooratic Pamy's hoszilicy o
Trump, few expected Biden would stick o his
predecessor's polacies. Biden, however, dhose
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odouble dovenon Tnamp's Asia siraiegy. But
mlﬁwmndp.rmdm jpat alliances and pan-
merships at the oonere of his ghobal sirategy.
It s oo st thalt Tramp was uncom-
ficwtabie with the continusng LS military pees-
ene in Afghanistan Less well known was
Bicent's cormiction that the LS can'twin the war
in Afghanizzan; but few cpected bim o uwi
Laterally withdraw the LS military, Although
the: rraneer ol withd el rurmed out 1o/be dis-
astrous, itfreed the LS fomits dependenceon
Pakistan us suscain its Afghan policies. This
rreand the end of Palese’s prolonged primacy

operationalisation of the sira mlnid a
mew Asian balance of power

imrg chailkenges froam China. mﬂrm:tmlc
firoeut, Bichen refused o withdraw the Trump
tariffs on Chinese imporis. Biden sought a
maone comprehensive effon mde-risk the eco-
nomic relationship with China and putin
place tighter controls on the transfer of ad-

legacy. These included the elevation of the
Quiad i the susmamit keved barely rwo months
et Biden was sweorm in expanding the am-
it of the strategic partnershipwith indiac the
announcement of the AUKLIS partnership
with the UK to transfer nuckear propulsion
o Aurralia the upgrading of the

alliances with Australia, Japan, and the
Philipprines: the effor o eesobve the historcal
differenoes betwoen Seoul and Tokyo.and buld
& mrilaceral compact in Morth East Asia; highr
leved re-engagemnenewith the ASEAN; and end
o thee profonged neglecnof the Pacilic Islamds.
The Indian and American peroeptions of
the China challenge began o comverge inthe
Trump India’s simemering tensions on
the reachied a brealdng point with the
Cabwanclashes inextemn Ladakh in the sam-
mer of 2030, On the econamic front, Delhi
:rn::quwd that the growing trade deficits

otyective reality do not bways trancslise ino
outcomnes. That is where subjective coreribu-
mmmﬂn’s helped build on
erﬁnumr:gh
t:duni:-g.ldt&-im md regional stabi
mnmm@dlgelism:d
dioutating establishament oo seize the oppoms-
nuﬁpruﬂt:db_.' Biﬁmﬁcch'rm
st consequential development of
ﬂrﬁdrn}txslsu&dmhr{lpdl:m

)

649

When Biden won the
presidential dections in
MNovernber 2020, there was
widespread Indian
scepticism, including in this
column, about his capacioy o
will to sustain the political
momentum that the Trump
Administration had imparted
o the relationship, The
question was not about the
lack oof moodwill within the
IDhemuscratic |'L‘L111I..'x.F1 |m'|:|_l;|l
policy establishment towards
India. There has been a strong
bipartisan consensus across
the political aiske in
\'r.!mhmqtm: since Bill
Clinton visited India in 20060,
the first presidential visit in
22 years, in favour of building
strong ties with Dielhi

R Saiaemar

o critacal and emerging vechnobogies (iICET)
that wasurweiled in january 2023, F moncin-
temsive has longbeen

Inclia’s asklom Amenica, the ICET has takenit
o2 now lewel The ICET has also belped ox-
jpand thee oo beyond cooperation between
thee S8T agencies to building industrial coop-
ration that i et o boost India’s national ca-
pailities in advanced seciors like semicon-
ductors and pet engine production in indiy

Biden's ernphasis on building resilient
supply chains and developing decper coop-
cTalion among irusted geographses has not
only put India arthe cenme of this bur
also mobilised America’s allies 1o join the o
fores i acceberane India’s groveth imthe emeng-
ing techrology aneas.

It is imiportant to note that intensiffying
balateral cooperation is not.aone-way sireeL
Indian tabent, companies and startups are
nw conkributing o the LS coonomy and se-
curity. It is not by accident that the LS has
emerged &5 the main destination for India’s
defienoe Cupors,

Biden chose to 2o along with the Indian
wiw that the (uad should notbe doveloped s
a military allianoe but a5 a provider of pubc
goeks in the inde Pacific, This hasseena steady
o pansion of iegional ooperaton on mantme
domain awaneness, humanitarian assistance
and disaster relief, cybersecurity, telecomimu-
nications, and health i menton a fiovw,

The depth of shared strabegic interests in
Asia, the political comimiment inboth capitals
o bruild cony e, chee e instinuticonal mecha-
nisame for oooperation, both bilaeral and re-
gional, the deepening of econamic, lechmo-

logical, industrial and security engagement,
uﬂlkmllnbbﬂmdﬁt ane
socnors have given India-US ip -

The new resilbence in balateral tes has al-
lowesd Dielhi and Washingson towithestand un-
expeocied nurbulence from different directions
- imyg, Ehe: Rurssian imvasion of Ukraine,
the all Indian involvement in the at-
ternpoed ki I:ﬂ Lﬁﬂmll'ldlh'm
FCNOE over

Deespite persistent
abonut the tility and durability of the relition-
::T the Bicden years have seen W,

Diethi achvance purpessfully inthe
years and set the mg:efor.mmn bolder
pencla under the nia LS peesident.

The wirieris visiting resedrch profiessor or
e Irestiurre of Soastf Asiam Shedies, Naronal
Unniversiny of Singapore and concriburing
xfiror an infernoskonal affiirs for
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